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and could never afterwards continue in any other 
Pofture, without great Stragglings, or finking down 
to the Bottom of the Vefiel. Which may ferve to 
fhew how nicely and wonderfully the Bodies of 
Fifties are balanced, for the keeping them in an ho- 
rizontal Pofition s fince in this Cafe the lofing a 
few Grains of the Tail could fo fenftbly deftroy the 
Equilibrium, as to render the reft of its Fins almoft 
ufelefs. 

I dare not however affert it will happen thus to 
all forts of Fifh on cutting off the Tail 5 nor does it 
to the Roach immediately : For as it is a Pofture 
very unnatural and troublefome to Fifhes, they exert 
all their Strength to prevent their Heads from fink- 
ing downwards; until, being wearied out, they at 
laft are forced to fubmit. I remain, 

'Dear Sir, 
Norwich, April 14. 

1748. Tour moji obedient Servant, 

W. Arderon. 



IX. A Letter from Mr. Robert Roche to the 
Prefident, of a Fuftian Frock being fet on 
Fire by Electricity. 

Honoured Sir, London, May 17, 1749. 

Read May i 9 .Tf your Goodnefs will excufe the Li- 
! 7i?. J^ b ert y a Stranger has taken in giving 

you this Trouble, hoping the following Account 

will 
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will atone for his Boldnefs, I fliall think myfelf 
greatly favoured. 

I have a Son about 16 Years old, that has been 
for 6 or 7 Years paft troubled with fudden Fits that 
intircly take away his Senfcs. I got him all the 
Helps I could, but to no purpofe j at laft I fent him 
to St. Bartholomew's Hofpital, as an Out-Patient j 
and there he was turn'd out as incurable. So find- 
ing his Cafe defperate, I confidered the Power of 
Electricity, and made a large Machine for Electrifying? 
and afterwards (hocking him commonly twice a Day, 
he has received fome Benefit: And laft Sunday, being 
May 1 5, he being on the Pedeftal, and very high elec- 
trified, and having on a coarfe Fuftian working Frock, 
the condenfing Phial being on the Conductor, and 
I, touching him to procure Snaps as ufual, touched 
his right Shoulder Blade ; and, to my great Surprize, 
the furzy Flax of the Frock caught Fire, with a great 
Blaze, and burnt the whole Breadth and Length of 
the Shoulder, the Flame rifing 6 Inches above the 
Collar, and I believe would have fct the Frock on 
Fire, had I not put it out with my Hands. There 
was no Fire in the Room that Day: This was 
about Noon ; neither was there any thing that could 
have any inflammable Vapour there. 

My Surprize was the greater, becaufe all I read 
on that Subject fays nothing will burn but what 
fends forth fuch Vapours. 

At 9 the fame Evening I made him put on the 
fame Frock, and touch'd the left Arm, where the 
Flax had not been burnt before j and it had the fame 
Effect as above. 

Sir, 
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Sir, if any further Account of the above will be 
acceptable to you, or the Royal Society, if you 
pleafe to command I will wait on you. There arc 
Alterations in my Machine 1 think for the better ; 
and fome new Experiments too long to write, fear- 
ing it would be too troublefome ; from 



'O 



Tour humble and obedient Servant ; 

R. Roche. 



X. A Letter from John Huxham M. D. 
F. R. 8. to C. Mortimer Seer. R. S. con- 
cerning a Child born with an extraordinary 
Tumour near the Anus, containing fome 
Rudiments of an Embryo in it. 

'Dear Sir, 
ReaJMzy 19."" ■ "'HE following Cafe was lately com- 
1748. j^ rnunicatcd to me by Mr. Alexan- 

der Wills, an experienced and ingenious Surgeon 
and Man-Midwile, of Kin^sbridge. It fcems to 
have fomething particular and remarkable. If you 
think fo (on Perufal) you may be fo good as to Jajr 
it before the Royal Society. I am, 

SIR, 

Plimouth, Dec, 12. 

1746. Tour much obliged, and 

mojl obedient humble Servant, 

J. Huxham. 

Ua « John 



